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EHS June 2022 Senior Spotlight:  Meet Sy’Maya Summiel 
 

It is June 2022 and graduation is right around the corner, what lasting 
thoughts would you like to share with your classmates? 
 
I know that the last four years have been quite challenging and stressful 
but also fun and memorable. Many of us are ready to graduate and take 
on that next step within our lives, by either going to college, starting a 
career, enlisting in the military and much more. I do, however, 
encourage my classmates to continue to work hard in everything they 
do. Life won’t be easy in the future, so keep your head up, follow your 
dreams, and most importantly, have fun.  
 
What has been your favorite class to date and why would you 
encourage another student to take that class? 
 
My favorite class is definitely Marching/Concert Band. I have been in the 
concert bands ever since the fourth grade, playing the flute. I have 

received the best instruction from my teachers. My passion for music has grown and my skills as a flautist have 
improved immensely. If you love music, I encourage students to join the various music classes offered here at 
Ewing High School. There is something for everyone.  
 
In which activities do you participate in school?  
 
I am Co-President of the Film Club alongside my best friend, Cassandra. Each year, I have participated in Coffee 
for the Soul, Rotary Club, and InterPol/For the Youth By the Youth. In the beginning of high school, I was a part of 
the Black Student Alliance and Future Business Leaders of America. I recently played in the pit orchestra for the 
spring musical.  
 
What activities do you participate in outside of school? 
 
I participate in many activities outside of school, but to name a few, I am an active member within the Trenton 
NAACP ACT-SO program. It is a youth initiative of the NAACP that encourages high academic and cultural 
achievement among African-American high school students. I am a newly admitted member of the Greater 
Princeton Youth Orchestra. Being in this program has allowed me to grow as a musician and gain more 



  
 
 T H E  E W I N G  P U B L I C  S C H O O L S  

  

The Ewing Public Schools 
Providing a Foundation for Life 

experience in a symphony orchestra. I am also a student-attender in my church’s youth ministry group, 
Breakaway. Being in this youth group has helped me grow my faith and relationship with God.  
 
What awards or acknowledgments have you received in 
school and/or outside of school? 
 
In school, I have received the Club Leadership Award for 2021 
(Co-President for Film Club) and Student of the Month for 
February 2022. I am also very grateful for this opportunity of 
being Senior Spotlight for June 2022. Outside of school, I have 
received a few awards in regard to music. For the NAACP NJ 
ACT-SO State Competition, solely in the Music Instrumental 
Classical category, I have been awarded a Bronze Medal in 
2020, a Silver Medal in 2021, and a Gold Medal in 2022. 
Lastly, for the 2021 New Jersey Governor’s Awards in Arts 
Education, I have received the Music Instrumental/Classical 
Award. 
 
What accomplishments are you most proud of?   
 
I am grateful for all of the opportunities I have received in 
order to achieve these accomplishments. I have had the 
opportunity to participate in the 2021 MLK Commemorative 
Commission Youth Summit where I, alongside a college 
student, interviewed the Basketball Wives TV Personality, Jennifer Williams, and youth leader, Michael Spence. I 
was recently selected to be a member in the National Honor Society. During an MCCC Audio Production project, I 
interviewed my father, who’s President of the Trenton Chapter NAACP organization, and our interview was aired 
on 89.1 WWFM Jazz On 2 radio station. I recently received a gold medal in the NAACP NJ ACT-SO State 
Competition, so I will be competing at nationals in Atlantic City, NJ. I am very proud of myself and how far I have 
come.  
 
Who or what has impacted your life in a positive way?  
 
God, my family, friends, and mentors are my biggest supporters. They have been there for me and have pushed 
me to work hard in all that I do. I am certainly blessed and grateful to have such strong, caring individuals in my 
life. I love them all.  
 
What are your plans after you graduate from Ewing High School? 
 
After I graduate from Ewing High School, I will attend The College of New Jersey (TCNJ). I will major in Music 
Education and minor in both Latin American/Caribbean Studies and Music Technology. I am excited to improve 
my skills as a flautist but will also learn how to play many instruments, both physically and digitally. The College 
of New Jersey is very passionate about preparing students for the future. I love how supportive and diverse this 
school is. They provide their students with the best education and opportunities. I am proud to become a part of 
the TCNJ family.  
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Where do you see yourself in five years? 
 
In five years, I see myself being a musician within a professional symphony orchestra and pit orchestra for 
various Broadway shows. In addition to performing, I see myself becoming an educator for music, providing my 
students with endless opportunities and many music/instrumental lectures. I believe that The College of New 
Jersey will prepare me for my future career, for it was recently ranked the #1 NJ college for music and it is the top 
NJ college for education. This works out perfectly for me.  
 
What is your favorite quote or book?  
 
“Open your eyes to the beauty around you, open your mind to the wonders of life, open your heart to those who 
love you, and always be true to yourself.” - Maya Angelou 
This quote is very motivational and meaningful to me. It speaks for itself.  

 


